
Matthew 

Chapter 20:17-34 

 
 

What was the story with the rich young ruler about in Matthew 19? 

This is an obvious question, but where in the story generally would Matthew place this section? Beginning? Middle?  

What do you sense is changing now since it is nearing the climax? Specifically with the Disciples? 

What was the discussion with the Disciples that resulted from the story of the rich young ruler? 

• Matthew 19:30 

 

What was the parable of the Fair Employer about? 

What was the warning or call if you will to the Disciples in this Parable? 

• Matthew 20:16 

 

So what does Jesus mean, the first will be last and the last first? Is it the same in these two stories? 

 

• Matthew 20:17-34 

• Matthew 20:17-19 

Have we heard this before in Matthew? 

• Matthew 16:21 

• Matthew 17:9-12 

• Matthew 17:22-23 

How has it been received? 

Peter rebukes him, the 3 disciples want to erect booths, 

Notice anything new in this one you haven’t seen before? 

First time He mentions the Gentiles 

This will be significant in the whole question of who killed Jesus later 

I firmly believe it wasn’t the Jewish populace, nor was it the Pharisees who were strictly forbidden under the Law and 

their own Halakah to kill another Jew 

It was the Gentiles (i.e. Romans) and the Sadducees (ruling Jewish aristocratic party) 

 

• Mark 10:32-34 

What is the feeling here? Why? 

Jerusalem – approx. 2500 ft. above sea level, coming from Jericho at about 900 ft. 

How is it possible that Jesus could be SO CLEAR so many times and yet we are still seeing these conversations like we 

have with James and John and their mother about ruling and power and authority and personal position? 

• Psalm 2 

• Psalm 72 

This is so important to understand 

They are so deeply committed to THEIR understanding of Messiah, and THEIR understanding of the Kingdom of God, 

that even the most blunt comments by Jesus are missed 

(Wow, what a warning to us) 

And less we be too harsh they are this way because quite frankly they have studied and memorized the Hebrew text so 

deeply 

Jesus is seemingly so clear and yet look at this conversation 

• Matthew 20:20-28 

Who’s idea was this? 

Not clear at all…might have been theirs 

Why does it say the others are upset? 

Could very well be that they didn’t beat them to the question 

There is absolutely NOTHING to indicate they get either a) what Jesus has been predicting according to Prophecy about 

His Passion, and b) what His call to being “last” is all about 

 

What is this business about the “cup”? 



"In the hand of the LORD is a cup full of foaming wine mixed with spices;  

he pours it out, and all the wicked of the earth drink it down to its very dregs." Ps. 75:8 

• Isa 51:17, 22 

• Jer. 25:15-29 

It is a cup of wrath…Jesus knows that God is on the verge of judgment 

Jesus knows that God’s wrath thru Rome is only a shadow of what He will experience on behalf of humanity 

It is as if God’s anger against man’s wickedness and oppression of people is turned to wine, dark sour wine, which He 

will make the people drink until drunk and helpless before Him 

God will do this on behalf of the weak and the helpless to make things right 

What is the shock then about this statement? 

That Jesus will drink it HIMSELF 

 

Just listen to the irony 

1. Rich Young Ruler story – First Last, “We’ve made ourselves last”, 

2. Fair Employer Parable, if you are first then you again are last 

3. Heading to Jerusalem, they still grasp for personal position – and THEIR FUTURE King speaks to them of 

“drinking the cup of God’s wrath” on behalf of humanity 

And their response – we’re ready, we can drink it too 

The Sermon on the Mount seems a distant memory 

• Matthew 5:3-12, 38-44, 6:1, 19, 25,  

What is the King like in Jesus Kingdom? 

• Matthew 20:26-28 

 

One note – what do you make of this comment from Jesus about who will be at His right and left? 

Think it is the two political brigands on the cross 

And yet He says they will indeed drink His cup 

• Acts 12:1-2 

 

• Matthew 20:29-34 

Interesting, only Matthew notes the 2
nd

 guy, Mark and Luke do not 

One must have been more prominent as Mark even mentions him by name 

Fascinating that Matthew places this story here or is here…2 guys, not James and John, but blind guys 

What does Jesus represent to a couple blind beggars in a city? 

When they tell Him they want to see, what are they risking? 

Money 

 

 


